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Yes, here were the missing links.
Amin el Hussein the Grand Mufti had prophesied in Iraq
that the Nile would cease to flow, When it did, the Moslems
would take it as a sign from Allah and rise up to throw the
infidels from the East. This was to be the sign from God and
the signal. It had seemed a mad prophecy at the time, but
how nearly it had come off!
He thought of the series of accidents which had prevented it:
Sebastian's pursuit of his girl; Marais forgetting Congo; Chan-
nel having his gun in his hand when he ran over to the Station.
How the little unforeseen things stepped in! The Germans
calculated on everything but the variable which defied all
calculation... the human factor, the lag or slip of time.
But it could have been done. Victoria could have been
drained. And the dolls of an old witch doctor might have
saved the Empire. He looked back at Olga's report.
el did not see the figure, but Channel did,' she wrote. 'And
Mr. Wilson told me that Bentinck had arranged with Entobo
to have them placed where Marais would find them. But this
does not explain the figure in the car that he cannot have seen,
nor the fact that Marais' right eyeball was pierced and his
right arm torn off. Von Brandt's fate is easier to understand.
This, too, was Entobo's doing, Wilson says. It was arranged
that he should be killed by the girl, since girls were his weak-
ness, and living in that vicinity she must have known about
the lava crust.'
. He put down the paper.
Somewhere in another file he had a confidential report that
might have something to do with the case. Soon after he came,
von Brandt had struck Entobo with a whip. The trouble had
been hushed up because of the complications it would have
caused. That blow, given two years ago, might have been his
death warrant,,. More things in heaven and earth... more
things in Africa. Here only the ordinary was strange. He
thought of the long dispatch he would write. No one would